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Rehearsal: Julia Baumgarten. a junior majoring in dance, rehearses in the Performing Arts Department's new dance studio in the Women's Building. The 
dance studio, as well as a new drama studio, is located in the old women's gym. Baumgarten will perform in the winter concert by the Washington University 
Dance Theatre, which will be held at H p.m. Dec. 2-3 and at 2 p.m. Dec. -i in Edison Theatre. For more information on the concert, see story on page 2. 
Life story in 500 words 
College admissions essay can make or break an application 
Every high school lias a student 
government head and senior class 
president. Every state has its outstand- 
ing athletes and musicians. And many 
of these students also have fine school 
records, impressive test scores and 
glowing recommendations. So when 
15,000 of them apply for 1.500 places 
at a top-notch university, how does a 
harried admissions committee make its 
final selection? 
"As schools get more and more 
applications from apparently qualified 
students, the admissions essay be- 
comes more and more significant," 
says Helen W. Power. Ph.D., who 
teaches English composition and 
literature at Washington University. 
Unlike raw scores and statistics, 
she says, the essay gives a college a 
close look at each candidate's person- 
ality and interests. Yet many high 
school seniors find it terrifying to 
tackle their life experience, in 500 
words or less. It's tough just to begin. 
And many students have to do it more 
than once. Some apply to as many as 
10 schools and must submit multiple 
essays to each. 
In their new book, 'Use Admis- 
sions iissay: Slop Worrying and Start 
WrilingiLyXe Stuart Inc., Secaucus, 
N.J.), Power and Robert DiAntonio, 
Ph.D., give anxious applicants a 
practical guide to writing an effective 
essay. They cite specifics — common 
mistakes made by students in their 
essays, for example — and provide 
detailed solutions, finally, they supply 
50 sample essays, drawn from success- 
ful applications. 
No student can afford to take the 
essay lightly, warn the authors, and 
admissions officers agree. Last year, 
Duke University had one applicant 
who was first in her class, with com- 
bined board scores of 1.380. 15i.it she 
did a slipshod job on her essay — and 
didn't get in. 
"Her school and her parents were 
livid," says Harold Wingate. senior 
associate director of admissions at 
Duke, "but the fact is that we had other 
candidates, with precisely the same 
profile, who had done a good job on 
their essays." 
A strong effort may also make the 
crucial difference for the student with a 
less-than-perfect record, who is 
applying to a college barely within 
reach. "The essay," Power says, "is the 
one thing that students can do. after 
their records are set to tell a school: 
I Iere I am. 1 am special. Take me."' 
The book began taking shape in 
the mind of St. Louis teacher and writer 
Robert DiAntonio as he watched his 
son. Aaron, agonize over his admis- 
sions essays to Harvard University. 
Should he be serious? Could he risk 
being funny? It took him a long time to 
get his ideas on paper. 
Aaron's friend, Carla Power, was 
also wrestling with her Yale University 
application. "I was stunned because I 
had thought of her as a good writer, 
but I could see this was a monumental 
task for her." says her mother. Helen 
Power. 
So a collaboration between 
parents was born. Power wrote the 
"how-to-do-it" section, while DiAn- 
tonio contacted high school and 
college admissions officers and 
Continued on p. 4 
Federal program funds graduate 
fellowships in mathematics, physics 
The University's mathematics and 
physics departments have each re- 
ceived training grants for graduate 
fellowships under a new federal 
program administered by the U.S. 
Department of Education. The Univer- 
sity of California at Berkeley, which 
received three awards, was the only 
institution to receive more than two. 
The new program, titled ■Gradu- 
ate Assistance in Areas of National 
Need," was authorized by Congress in 
1986 and given its initial appropriation 
in the 1987-88 fiscal year. 
"The graduate education commu- 
nity is delighted lay the federal recogni- 
tion of the country's critical need for 
more scholars and researchers in key 
disciplines." said Edward N. Wilson. 
Ph.D., dean of the Graduate School of 
Arts and Sciences. "We at Washington 
University are very proud that two of 
our graduate programs were deemed 
worthy of support in the first funding 
cycle." 
Rep. 1". Thomas Coleman of 
Missouri was the author of the federal 
legislation as well as the member of 
Congress most instrumental for it being 
authorized and receiving appropria- 
tions. 
A total of 3-f0 graduate programs 
nationwide submitted proposals: 42 
were selected for funding with initial 
year awards ranging from S100.000 to 
S375.000 per year. 
Besides Washington University, 
other institutions receiving two awards 
were the University of Arizona. Cornell 
University, the University of Illinois 
(ChampaignT'rbana). the University of 
Michigan, Northwestern University. 
Ohio State University, Princeton 
University. Stanford University, and the 
University of Wisconsin (Madison). 
Caltech and I larvard were among the 
19 universities receiving one award 
apiece. 
Over the next three years, the 
physics department will receive 
S250.000 per year and the mathematics 
department approximately S 18-4.000 
per year to fund graduate fellow ships. 
Contingent on financial need, 
each Fellow will receive up to S 10.000 
per year from federal funds as a living 
expense stipend and up to $6,666 as a 
tuition allowance. Washington Univer- 
sity will provide supplementary 
support to each designated Fellow 
from its own scholarship resources. 
State awards grant 
to biology's plant 
sciences center 
The Department of Biology has 
received a S500.000 grant from the 
Missouri Department of Economic 
Development to establish the new 
Center for Plant Science and Biotech- 
nology to be housed in the Depart- 
ment of Biology. 
Research conducted at the center 
eventually may yield more efficient 
plants better able to resist disease, 
insects or drought, according to Roger 
N. Beachy, Ph.D., professor of biology 
and director of the Center for Plant 
Science and Biotechnology. The center 
is a collaborative effort involving the 
Missouri Botanical Garden and the 
University of Missouri-Columbia. 
Earlier this year, the Monsanto Co. 
provided a grant of $18,000 to initiate 
the establishment of the center. 
"The research will benefit greatly 
from the rich pool of germplasm — 
plant genetic material — available at 
the Missouri Botanical Garden and the 
expertise of cooperating scientists from 
the institutions involved," Beachy says. 
"We will be using the most recent 
advances in genetic engineering and 
plant biotechnology to develop new 
plants and plant traits. The work here 
will be exciting and imaginative. It 
should be an unparalleled effort to 
develop biotechnology and its applica- 
tion to agriculture." 
According to Beachy, the grant 
will allow the biology department to 
hire one or two new professors, plus 
several post-doctoral students, and 
continue to expand the undergraduate 
research program. 
"We are veiy honored and 
pleased to receive this grant from the 
state of Missouri," says Chancellor 
William H. Danforth. "It reflects quite 
well on the quality of our researchers 
in the plant sciences and their commit- 
ment to advancing biotechnology." 
The Washington University center 
is one of three new Centers for Ad- 
vanced Technology (CATS) an- 
nounced by the Missouri Department 
of Economic Development. The 
awards are based upon recommenda- 
tions by the Missouri Corporation for 
Science and Technology, a not-for- 
profit organization whose members 
are appointed by the governor. 
Authorized by the Missouri General 
Assembly in 1986. the centers are 
intended to encourage greater collabo- 
ration between Missouri private 
industry and universities and ultimately 
create new jobs across the state. 
The L'niversity of Missouri-Kansas 
City received $300,000 to develop a 
center focused on telecommunications 
and computer networking; the Univer- 
sity of Missouri-Rolla received 
$400,000 to conduct research related to 
manufacturing. 
Beachy is internationally known 
for his development, with scientists at 
Monsanto Co.. of the world's first 
genetically engineered food crop 
resistant to a virus infection, the 
tobacco mosaic virus (TMY). Beachy 
and his colleagues used genetic 
engineering techniques to "design" 
tomatoes to make the small protein 
that surrounds the genome of TMY. 
The presence of this "coat" protein in 
each cell of the tomatoes plays a role 
in protecting the plants against virus 
infection. 
A 1987 fiekl test of 280 transgenic 
plants grown near St. Louis showed 
dramatic yield improvements and very 
minor incidence of TMV. 
Beachy"s technique has since 
been repeated by other researchers to 
produce plants that are resistant to 
other virus diseases. 
Continual on p. i 
Dance concert to feature 
faculty, students, alumni 
High expectations abound for senior Kevin O'Connell (10), who was last year's starting point guard. 
Shooting for fifth consecutive winning season 
Basketball season begins Nov. 19 
Some coaches call it a rebuilding 
season. Other coaches say they're just 
re-loading. Washington University 
men's basketball coach Mark Edwards 
prefers another label for the 1988-89 
season, which begins at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 19, when the Bears take 
on DePauw University at the Field 
House. Admission is free to all home 
games. 
"I'd have to call it a transition 
year," says Edwards, beginning his 
eighth season at the Hilltop Campus. "I 
think the word rebuilding applies to a 
team that's been torn apart, or starting 
from scratch like we did in 1981." 
By no stretch of the imagination is 
Edwards starting from scratch, but 
there is an ample amount of molding 
and maturing that must be completed 
with this year's group if the Bears are 
to retain their lofty NCAA Division III 
status of the past few seasons. At the 
top of Edwards' list of concerns is a 
simple, yet essential question — who 
is going to score the points for this 
year's team? 
Washington didn't graduate a 
typical senior class last May. The Bears 
lost their first, second and fifth all-time 
leading scorers, along with 80 percent 
of last year's offense. Washington 
University also will be deprived of 
their first- and second- career rebound- 
ing leaders. 
"The players that most readily 
come to mind as scorers are those 
returning with the most experience off 
last year's team," says Edwards. 
"Obviously, Kevin O'Connell, last 
year's starting point guard, brings that 
capability into the program, especially 
since he ended last season playing the 
best basketball of his career. 
"Rick Robinson played an impor- 
tant part in our success last year. Rick 
proved he could produce last year, as 
did Scott Owens. And there are others 
in the junior and senior class who are 
going to earn opportunities, either 
starting or coming off the bench. Greg 
Bott, Kim Moyer and Kevin Kowalski 
are three players who will get this 
opportunity." 
The major concern for Edwards is 
the lack of proven experience. Other 
concerns include ball-handling, 
passing and playing together. 
"I don't know whether or not this 
group is going to be as efficient at the 
start of the season, so turnovers do 
concern me," Edwards says. "We will 
have to wait and see what kind of 
chemistry develops, and how quickly it 
develops, once we get into the game 
situations. 
"Until we get the right combina- 
tion on the floor, and we find out how 
we're going to get our points, what our 
strengths and weaknesses are, we have 
to be observant and be able to identify 
things that we can do successfully. We 
must also demonstrate patience and 
realize that these kids don't have the 
experience of last year's group." 
Washington University will be 
gunning for its fifth consecutive 
winning season in 1988-89. The 
Battling Bears have posted a 72-35 
record over the last four years. 
Major Medical news 
The normal statement of health require- 
ment is waived for TIAA Major Medical 
during the 1988 open enrollment 
period. In future open enrollments, the 
health statement will be waived only 
for transfers from the University's health 
maintenance organizations to Major 
Medical. The health statement will not 
be waived for transfers from Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield to Major Medical. 
The Washington University Dance 
Theatre will present its winter concert 
at 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday, Dec. 2 
and 3, and at 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 4, in 
Edison Theatre. 
The program will feature choreog- 
raphy by faculty and alumni of the 
Performing Arts Department's dance 
program. The works will be performed 
by 20 students and alumni. 
Choreographers for the concert 
include Michael Ballard, dance theatre 
director and artist-in-residence at the 
University; faculty members Mary-Jean 
Cowell, Patrick Suzeau, Muriel Cohan, 
and Christine Graham; and alumni 
Amy Schactman, Angela Culbertson, 
Paul D. Mosely and Scott Loebl. 
"The diversity of the pieces is 
really astounding," says Ballard. "There 
are so many different points of view 
represented in the concert." 
Ballard has contributed a piece 
called "On the Dark Side," performed 
to music of Bartok. Suzeau, who 
recently performed in an Edison 
Theatre concert with partner Cohan, 
has choreographed a piece called 
"Interplay," which is set to music of 
Vivaldi. Cohan's piece, "Joyride," is 
performed to an original score by 
David Gregory. 
Another work danced to an 
original score is "Soundings," choreo- 
graphed by Mary-Jean Cowell. 
Graham's piece, "Nothing Out There," 
will be performed to a score by Ry 
Cooder, and Culbertson has contrib- 
uted the duet "Swallowing Seagulls." 
Tickets to the performance are $5 
to the general public; and $4 for senior 
citizens and Washington University 
faculty, staff and students. 
For information, call 889-6543. 
Sculptor closes fall lecture series 
Internationally known artist Charles 
Simonds will be the final speaker in 
the fall Monday Night Lecture Series 
sponsored by the School of Architec- 
ture. He will speak at 8 p.m. Monday, 
Nov. 28, in Steinberg Hall auditorium. 
Co-sponsored by the Greenberg 
Gallery of Contemporary Art, the 
lecture is free and open to the public. 
Simonds is a New York-based 
sculptor who creates miniature clay 
cities. His first 200 pieces were built in 
walls and vacant lots in Manhattan's 
Lower East Side; later works can be 
found in Paris, Berlin and Shanghai. 
He has had one-man shows at the 
Museum of Contemporary Art in 
Chicago, the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art and the Nationalgalerie 
in Berlin. 
His work includes "The Growth 
House" at Aitpark in Lewiston, N.Y., 
which Simonds calls "a seasonally 
renewable dwelling constmcted of 
earth bricks with seeds inside. As the 
seeds sprout, growth transforms the 
built structure; the dwelling is con- 
verted from shelter to food, and is 
harvested and eaten." 
For information, call 889-6200. 
Students will present performance art 
Students in the School of Fine Arts will 
present original performance art on 
Sunday, Nov. 20. The free program, 
"Art Performances and Installations," 
will be held in Bixby Gallery, in Bixby 
Hall. The artists will perform their 
pieces repeatedly from 1 to 5 p.m. The 
public is invited to attend the exhibi- 
tion. 
The performers are 33 sopho- 
mores enrolled in a three-dimensional 
design course taught by Eric 
Nordgulen, lecturer in art at the 
University. The students have con- 
Food drive is on; 
law fraternity hopes 
for record donations 
Phi Alpha Delta, a law fraternity at the 
University, is holding their second 
annual food drive from Nov. 14-18. 
Donors may leave their food at the 
receptionist desk from 8:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. in the Mudd Law Building. The 
food will be donated to the St. Louis 
Area Food Bank. 
Phi Alpha Delta comprises pre-law 
and law students, law professors and 
attorneys. It is one of the oldest legal 
organizations in the country, second 
only in size to the American Bar 
Association. 
Phi Alpha Delta hopes to donate 
more than 1,000 canned goods to the 
food bank. Last year, the organization 
collected more than 750 canned goods 
for the St. Louis area. 
Members of the Phi Alpha Delta 
chapter at the University have chal- 
lenged fraternity members at 172 law 
schools to hold a similar event and top 
Washington's 1988 donation record. 
Law students from the United States, 
Canada and Puerto Rico have been 
asked to participate in the competition, 
which will be divided into sections 
according to the law schools' size. 
For information, call 889-6400. 
structed three-sided settings, and enact 
their scenes inside these installations. 
"Art performances are sensory 
events. They are not necessarily 
narrative or linear," says Nordgulen. 
He adds that the performances do not 
adhere to storylines, but emphasize 
specific sensations, atmospheres and 
visual effects. 
"Students try to create an environ- 
ment using all of the senses to give 
you the feeling of being in another 
place or time, or in a dream," says 
Libby Reuter, assistant dean in the 
School of Fine Arts. "It's like being in a 
carnival or a book. It's very contempo- 
rary, but it recalls the 'happenings' of 
the 1960s." 
For information, call 889-4643. 
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NOTABLES 
Joe Angeles, staff photographer for 
photographic services, recently 
received first- and second-place 
awards in the 1988 Missouri Better 
Newspaper Contest, sponsored by the 
Missouri Press Foundation. Angeles, 
who joined the University staff in 
September after working for five years 
at the St. Louis South Side Journal, 
received first and second place in the 
Best Sports Photo - Weeklies category 
and second place in the Best Feature 
Photo - Weeklies category. A record 
total of 1,670 entries were submitted 
by 74 weekly and 37 daily newspa- 
pers. Tlie awards were presented at 
the 122nd Annual Convention of the 
Missouri Press Association, held in 
Columbia. 
Saul Boyarsky, M.D., J.D., professor 
of urological surgery, was featured in 
the Sept. 2 issue of the AAAS Observer, 
a publication of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science. 
The article details his life as a re- 
searcher and also as a lawyer, special- 
izing in malpractice law. 
Gregory Claeys, Ph.D., associate 
professor of history, recently gave a 
plenary paper on "Rethinking the 
French Revolution Debate in Britain" 
to the First Annual Conference of the 
International Society for the Study of 
European Ideas in Amsterdam. He also 
has completed research funded by a 
grant from the American Philosophical 
Society. 
Steven L. Dresler, M.D., Ph.D., 
assistant professor of pathology, was 
interviewed recently on "ABC World 
News Tonight with Peter Jennings" as 
part of a report on high levels of 
aflatoxin contamination in this year's 
corn harvest. 
William C. Jones, J.S.D., professor of 
law, delivered a paper on "The 
Content of the Qing Code" during a 
Chinese law panel at the American 
Society for Legal Histoiy meeting, held 
Oct. 21 in Charleston, S.C. 
P. Jean Milburn, assistant dean and 
director of MBA admissions and 
financial aid at the John M. Olin School 
of Business, has been appointed to the 
research committee of the Graduate 
Management Admissions Council 
(GMAC). The GMAC is an organization 
of graduate business and management 
schools that provides a forum for the 
exchange of information through 
research, educational programs and 
other services among individuals and 
institutions concerned with manage- 
ment education. The council's research 
committee funds research by qualified 
individuals and organizations, supplies 
research data to scholars and policy 
analysts and disseminates research 
findings. 
Robert H. Salisbury, Ph.D., Souers 
Professor of American Government, 
chaired a round-table discussion on 
"The State of Research on Interest 
Groups" and presented a paper he co- 
authored on "Iron Triangles: Similari- 
ties and Differences Among the Legs" 
at the 84th annual meeting of the 
American Political Science Association, 
held in Washington, D.C. Other 
political science colleagues and their 
activities at the meeting are: Arnold J. 
Heidenheimer, Ph.D., professor, 
chaired a panel on "Taxation Politics 
and Policies: Crossnational Trends"; 
John Sprague, Ph.D., professor, 
presented a paper he co-authored 
titled "Discussant Effects on Vote 
Choice: The Political Interdependence 
of Discussion Partners" and partici- 
pated in a round-table discussion on 
the "State of the Discipline: The 
Graduate Curriculum in American 
Politics"; David Ericson, Ph.D., 
visiting assistant professor, presented a 
paper on "Webster and the Debate: 
Republican or Liberal?"; John 
Gilmour, Ph.D., assistant professor, 
presented a paper on "Hardball and 
Softball Politics: A Theory of Coalition 
Size in Congress"; Charles Franklin, 
Ph.D., assistant professor, chaired and 
was a discussant on "The Dynamics of 
Political Attitudes" panel, and pre- 
sented a paper on "Instrumental 
Variables From Auxiliary Data-Sets"; 
William Lowry, Ph.D., assistant 
professor, presented a paper on 
"Federalism and Pollution Policies"; 
Carol Mershon, Ph.D., assistant 
professor, co-chaired a panel on 
"Rational Choice Approaches to 
Comparative Politics"; Stephen Sted- 
man, Ph.D., assistant professor, and 
Julie Withers, Ph.D., visiting instruc- 
tor in economics and post-doctoral 
fellow in the Center for Political 
Economy, presented a paper they co- 
authored on "The Optimal Timing of 
Mediation in Revolutionary Conflict"; 
Clarence Heimann, a graduate 
student, presented a paper on "Relia- 
bility in Bureaucracy: Redundancy and 
Multiple Errors"; and HeeMin Kim, a 
graduate student, presented a paper on 
"The Autonomy and Stability of the 
State in Democratic Capitalism: A 
Game Theoretic Analysis, I." 
Roy D. Simon Jr., J.D., associate 
professor of law, has been named 
chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Legal Ethics and Professionalism of the 
Pretrial Practice and Discovery Com- 
mittee of the American Bar 
Association's Section of Litigation. 
Have you done something 
noteworthy? 
Have you: Presented ;i paper? Won an award? 
Been named to a committee or elected an officer 
of a professional organization? 
The Washington University Record will help 
spread the good news. Contributions regarding 
faculty and staff scholarly or professional 
activities are gladly accepted and encouraged. 
Send a brief note with your full name, highest- 
earned degree, current title and department 
along with a description of your noteworthy 
activity to Notables. Campus box 1070. or by 
electronic mail to p722-t=>SS at WltVMC. Please 
include a phone number. 
Ackerman is new chemistry head 
Ruger is president-elect of law group 
Peter H. Ruger, J.D., general counsel 
for the University, has been named 
president-elect of the National Associa- 
tion of College and University Attor- 
neys (NACUA). Ruger has served on 
the executive board of the association 
since 1981. 
NACUA is a non-profit educa- 
tional organization whose membership 
includes nearly 2,500 attorneys repre- 
senting 630 institutions and some 1,200 
campuses. Its primary mission is to 
improve the quality of legal assistance 
to higher education by educating 
attorneys and administrators to the 
nature of campus legal issues. 
NACUA produces publications, 
sponsors workshops and conferences, 
and operates a clearinghouse through 
which attorneys share their knowl- 
edge, experience and work products, 
as well as sample institutional policies 
and procedures. 
Prior to assuming his post at the 
University in 1974, Ruger was a 
member of the firm Husch, Eppen- 
berger, Donohue, Elson and Cornfeld. 
He also has served as assistant attorney 
general for Missouri. 
Ruger, who received a bachelor's 
degree from Denison University in 
1963, holds two graduate degrees from 
Washington University: a master's in 
history, which he received in 1966, and 
a juris doctorate, which he received in 
1969. 
Joseph J.H. Ackerman, Ph.D., profes- 
sor of chemistry, has been named 
chairman of the Department of Chem- 
istry. 
Ackerman's appointment began 
Nov. 1. He succeeds Edward S. Macias, 
Ph.D., who became provost of the 
University on the same date. 
Ackerman came to Washington in 
1979 after receiving his doctorate in 
physical chemis- 
try from Colorado 
State University. 
There, he special- 








cules and decipher chemical reactions. 
In 1978, as a National Institutes of 
Health Fellow at the University of 
Oxford, England, Ackerman pioneered 
the introduction of "surface-coil" NMR 
for noninvasive studies of living, intact 
m 
Joseph J.H. Ackerman 
biological systems. The technique 
ushered in a new era of biomedical 
NMR spectroscopy and is now applied 
to humans. 
The Ackerman research group has 
been active in developing new bi- 
omedical NMR techniques. One such 
method may allow researchers to 
create images of blood flowing 
through specific areas of the body — 
the brain, the liver or a tumor, for 
instance. Recently, he and his col- 
leagues developed an efficient way to 
focus the NMR measurement to a 
select, deep-lying region within the 
body, such as the liver. 
Ackerman also has organized and 
implemented University-wide NMR 
facilities that provide St. Louis-area 
scientists with NMR services. 
An author of many technical 
articles, Ackerman serves on the 
boards of numerous regional and 
national scientific committees and 
societies. He is the 1987 recipient of 
the American Chemical Society's St. 
Louis Award. 
Faculty, administrative appointments 
The following is an alphabetical listing 
of new Hilltop and dental school 
faculty and administrative staff ap- 
pointments, as of Sept. 26, 1988. The 
new appointments list, compiled by 
the faculty records office, will continue 
in the Washington University Record 
over the next few weeks. 
Ronald S. Indeck, assistant professor of 
electrical engineering; 
Nansbeng Kang, visiting research 
scholar in systems science & 
mathematics; 
Dennis S. Karjala, visiting professor of 
law; 
Daniel Louis Keating, assistant profes- 
sor of law; 
Jack C. Knight Jr., assistant professor 
of political science; 
David Clark Knowlton, visiting assis- 
tant professor of anthropology: 
Asbko Reddy Kompelli, postdoctoral 
research associate in chemistry; 
Thomas J. Kramer, lecturer in STIM; 
Raymond S. Kreienkamp, adjunct 
professor of law; 
William Hsinmin Kit, adjunct associate 
professor of management science; 
James E. Kurz, affiliate professor of 
chemical engineering; 
NorrisJ. Lacy, professor of French; 
Maria-Lnes Lagos-Pope, associate 
professor of Spanish; 
Hy Xuan Le, visiting assistant professor; 
Dwigbt Lee, John M. Olin visiting 
professor in CSAB; 
Li Long-Yuan, visiting scholar in civil 
engineering; 
Da-Hsiang D. Lien, visiting assistant 
professor of economics; 
Ronald Prescott Loui, assistant profes- 
sor of computer science; 
Qin Lit, research associate in biology; 
and 
Gregory G. Maertz, Andrew W. Mellon 
Fellow in English. 
Tenure granted to Hilltop, medical faculty 
The following faculty members on the 
Hilltop and Medical campuses have 
been granted tenure. All are effective 
Oct. 7, 1988, unless otherwise noted. 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences 
Granting of tenure 
NorrisJ. Lacy, as professor of 
French; Herbert Neuberger, as associ- 
ate professor of physics; 
School of Engineering and 
Applied Science 
Appointment with tenure 
Christopher I. Byrnes, as professor 
of systems and controls (effective July 
1, 1989). 
School of Medicine 
Granting of tenure 
Palmer Q. Bessey, as associate 
professor of surgery (general surgery); 
Thomas B. Ferguson, as professor of 
surgery (cardiothoracic surgery); 
George A. Gates, as professor of 
otolaryngology; Charles L. Roper, as 
professor of surgery (cardiothoracic 
surgery); Steven M. Rothman, as 
associate professor of pediatrics and of 
neurology; and Paul F. White, as 
professor of anesthesiology. 
NEWSMAKERS 
It is harder for young American 
families to buy a house now than it 
was in the 1970s, says Dwight R. Lee, 
Ph.D., John M. Olin Visiting Professor 
of Economics at the Center for the 
Study of American Business. In his 
essay that appeared in the Aug. 10 
issue of The Wall Street Journal, Lee 
explains, however, that these young 
people are economically better off 
today even though it is more costly for 
them to buy that first home. 
"Pluto is not an asteroid," says 
William McKinnon, Ph.D., associate 
professor of earth and planetary 
sciences, in an article from the Sept. 16 
Miami Herald. McKinnop and a 
colleague from Southern Methodist 
University have concluded from 
studying the tiny planet on the outer 
fringes of the solar system that it is not 
an asteroid or a moon that escaped 
from neighboring Neptune — it 
developed like other planets. Other 
articles about this discovery appeared 
in the Sept. 15 issue of Nature, the 
Sept. 19 Los Angeles Times, and the 
Sept. 22 San Francisco Examiner. 
CALENDAR Nov. 17-30 
LECTURES 
Thursday, Nov. 17 
2:30 p.m. Dept. of Mechanical Engineering 
Colloquium. "Interactions of Normal Shocks 
With Turbulent Boundary Layers." Miklos 
Sajben. McDonnell Douglas Fellow. McDonnell 
Douglas Research Laboratories, and Wl' affiliate 
professor. lOOCupples II. 
-i p.m. Dept. of Chemistry Seminar. "Triplet 
Stale as a Diagnostic Probe in Model Photosyn- 
thesis." Haim Levanan. Dept. of Physical 
Chemistry. The Hebrew I", of Jerusalem. 311 
McMillen. 
4 p.m. The Black Law Students Association 
chapters at Washington I", arid Si. Louis V. \\ ill 
co-sponsor a talk by Ilayyvood Burns, dean of 
City University of New York Law School. 
Queens. N.Y. Burns will speak on non- 
traditional legal education. St. Louis I". Law 
School. .3700 Lindell Blvd. For more info., call 
Lam Mass at 725-8019. 
4:30 p.m. Dept. of Mathematics Colloquium. 
"Proper Maps of Balls." John P. D'Angelo. I', of 
Illinois at L'fbuna-Champuign. 199 Clippies I. 
8 p.m. Writing Progam students will read their 
fiction and poetry. Hurst Lounge. Duncker Hall. 
With Chronic Illness: Implications for Practice." 
Wendy Auslander. Wl- assi. prof, of social work. 
Brow n I lull Lounge. 
8 p.m. Dept. of English Presents Readings 
by students in the Writing Program. I lursi 
Lounge. Duncker Hull. 
Friday, Nov. 18 
Noon. The Left Forum. "What Are Revolving 
Doors Really About? The American Penal 
System." Richard Sindel. local attorney. 
Sponsored by the Democratic Socialists of 
America. Wl' Local Lambert Lounge. Mallin- 
ckrodl ("enter. 
4 p.m. Carl A. Moyer Visiting Professor of 
Surgery Lecture. "Certification — Where Are 
We Heuded?" Ward O. Griffenjr.. executive 
director. The American Board of Surgery. 
Clopton Aud.. 4950 Audubon. 
4 p.m. Dept. of Music Lecture.   New  Theories 
and Fantasies on the 'Moonlight Sonata.'" 
William Rothstein. U. of Michigan. Blewett B-8. 
Saturday, Nov. 19 
8 a.m. Carl A. Moyer Visiting Professor of 
Surgery Case Presentations by general 
surgery house stuff. East Pavilion Aud.. 1st fl.. 
Barnes Hospital. 
9 a.m. Carl A. Moyer Visiting Professor of 
Surgery Lecture. "Postgastrectomy Syn- 
dromes." Wurd O. Griffenjr.. executive director. 
The American Board of Surgery. East Pavilion 
Aud.. 1st fl., Barnes Hospital. 
Monday, Nov. 21 
1:30 p.m. Alzheimer's Disease Research 
Center Visiting Professor Lecture.   Compu- 
terized Memory Assessment Techniques for 
Clinical and Research Applications." Thomas 
Crook, president of Memory Assessment Clinics 
Inc.. Bethesda. Md. Schwarz Aud.. 660 S. Euclid 
Ave. 
4 p.m. Dept. of Psychology Colloquium. 
"Psychobizarreness Theory." Yacov Role. WU 
visiting professor. 102 Eads. 
4 p.m. Dept. of Biology Seminar. Magnetite 
Biomineralization: Evolution and Role in 
Geomagnetic Field Sensitivity." Joseph 
Kirschvink. California Institute of Technology. 
322 Rebstock. 
Tuesday, Nov. 22 
9-11 a.m. The Personnel Office will sponsor a 
"Sexual Harassment" Information Training 
Session. The speaker. Donna Harper, attorney 
for the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission, will discuss current litigation. 215 
Rebstock. For more info., call 889-5990. 
2:30 p.m. Dept. of Mechanical Engineering 
Colloquium. "On the Use of Bond Graphs and 
TUTSIM for the Simulation of Mechanical 
Systems." Mario Gomez. Wl' affiliate professor 
of mechanical engineering. 101 Loputu. 
Monday, Nov. 28 
4 p.m. Dept. of Psychology Colloquium. 
"Memory And Bruin: A Biological Approach to 
Questions About Aging." Larry Squire. VA 
Medical Center. San Diego. Calif. 102 Fads. 
4 p.m. Dept. of Biology Seminar   'Structure 
Function of Leech Antistasins." Ellen Simpson. 
Merck Sharp and Dohme Research Laboratories. 
Ml Rebstock. 
4 p.m. Colloquia in Cell and Molecular 
Biology. 'Fukuryoiic Transcription Factors and 
Mechanisms." Robert Roeder. Rockefeller U. 
Moore And.. |580 Scoll Ave. 
8 p.m. School of Architecture Lecture Series 
w it 11 Charles Simonds. New York-based 
sculptor. Co-sponsored by the Greenlx-rg 
Gallery of Contemporary An. Steinberg Aud. 
Tuesday, Nov. 29 
8 a.m. Law School's Century Club Lecture. 
"Corporate Takeovers." Robert B. Thompson. 
Wl  prof, of law. Room 316. Mudd Law Bldg. For 
more info., call 889-61()0. 
Wednesday, Nov. 30 
7:30 p.m. George Warren Brown School of 





Colleen Dewhurst cancels tour; 
Britain's national theatre added 
Friday, Nov. 18 
8 p.m. Wl! Dept. of Music Presents WU 
Vocal Jazz Ensemble Concert w iih Janet 
krupnik. director. Steinberg Aud. 
Sunday, Nov. 20 
7 p.m. WU Dept. of Music Presents Wind 
Ensemble conducted by Dan Presgrave. St. 
Louis Art Museum Theatre in Forest Park. 
7:30 p.m. Dept. of Music Presents Univer- 
sity City Symphony Concert. Graham Chapel. 
PERFORMANCES 
Friday, Nov. 18 
8 p.m. Performing Arts Dept. Presents 
Eugene O'Neills "Desire Under the Elms." 
Edison Theatre. (Also Nov. 19. same time.) 
Tickets are S5 for the general public, and Si for 
senior citizens ami faculty. staff and students. 
Sunday, Nov. 20 
1-5 p.m. Students in the WU School of Fine 
Arts will present original performance art. Bixby 
Gallery-. Bixbv Hull. For info., call 889-16 i.-J. 
EXHIBITIONS 
"Video: Form and Performance." Through 
Dec. I-. Gallery of Art. Steinberg Hall, lower 
level. 10 a.nl.-5 p.m. weekdays: 1-5 p.m. 
weekends. 
"Eugene O'Neill: A Centenary Celebration," 
an exhibit drawn from the private collection of 
Hurley J. Hummermun. Through Dec. 30. Olin 
Library Special Collections. 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 
weekdays. 
"Faculty Show," works by Wl" faculty". 
Through Jan. 8. Gallery' of An. Steinberg Hall. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays: lo p.m. weekends. 
Colleen Dewhurst's postponed appear- 
ance in Edison Theatre yvill not be 
rescheduled because she has canceled 
her tour. Dewhurst originally was 
scheduled to perform in "My Gene" 
Oct. r7 and 28. The production was to 
be rescheduled lor this spring, but the 
tour of "My Gene" has been canceled. 
Edison Theatre has announced. 
however, that the renowned National 
Theatre of Great Britain yvill perform 
two plays in repertory on Monday and 
Tuesday. Feb. 2~ and'28. 1989. 
"The National Theatre offers the 
kind of quality drama that yvill add 
depth to an already exciting season." 
says Henry I. Schvey. Ph.D.. chairman 
of the Performing Arts Department. "If 
both the University and the St. Louis 
community needed additional assur- 
ance that the Edison Theatre is there 
for them, this should provide it." 
The National Theatre, now in its 
25th year, played at the Old Vic theatre 
for its first 12 years. 10 of them under 
the directorship of Sir Laurence Olivier. 
Since 1976 the company has been in its 
own space, which comprises three 
theatres, under the patronage of 
Queen Elizabeth. In October the 
Queen bestowed the "Accolade of 
Royal" upon the company. 
At 8 p.m. Feb. 27 and at 2 p.m. 
Feb. 28. the National Theatre yvill 
present Shakespeare's "Macbeth." At 8 
p.m. on Feb. 28, the company yvill 
present "Apart From George." a new 
play written and directed by Nick 
Ward. 
Tickets of season subscribers who 
selected "My Gene" are being re- 
funded. Those subscribers who wish to 
attend one of the National Theatre 
performances yvill be given their first 
choice of seats for "Macbeth" or "Apart 
From George." The box office yvill then 
fill orders for individuals who ordered 
single tickets to "My Gene" before 
opening sales to the general public. 
For information, call 889-654.5. 
Admissions essay — aiiiliiiiii'dfmiiij). I 
Thursday, Nov. 17 
7 and 9 p.m. WU Filmboard Series. "Knife in 
the Water." S2. Brown Hull. 
Friday, Nov. 18 
7 and 9:30 p.m. WU Filmboard Series.  Sid 
and Nancy.'' S2. Brow n Hall. (Also Sat.. Nov. 19. 
same times, and at 7 p.m. Sun.. Nov. 20. Hroyvn.) 
Midnight. WU Filmboard Series.   Stranger 
Than Paradise." S2. Brown Hull. (Also Sat.. Nov. 
19. same time, and at 9:30 p.m. Sun.. Nov. 20. 
Brown.) Both the feature ami midnight films can 
be seen for S3. For more info., call 889-5983. 
Monday, Nov. 28 
7 and 9:30 p.m. WU Filmboard Series.   The 
Odd Couple." $2. Brown Hall. (Also'lues.. Nov. 
29. same times. Broyvn.) 
Wednesday, Nov. 30 
7 and 9 p.m. WU Filmboard Series. 
"Rashomon." S2. Broyvn Hall. (Also Thurs.. Dec. 
1. same times. Broyvn.) 
Saturday, Nov. 19 
11 a.m. Men's and Women's Cross Country. 
NCAA Division 111 National Championships. 
Forest Park. 
7:30 p.m. Men's Basketball. \XT  vs. OcPauw 
I . Field House. 
Tuesday, Nov. 29 
7:30 p.m. Women's Basketball. \V I  vs. 
Illinois Wesleyan I'. Field House. 
Calendar Deadline 
The deadline lo submit items lor Dec. 8-17 
calendar of the Washington University Record is 
Nov. 23. Items must be typed and state lime, 
date, place, nature of event, sponsor and 
admission cost. Incomplete items yvill noi be 
primed. II'available, include speaker's name and 
identification and the title of the event: also 
include your name and telephone number. Send 
items to King McFlroy. calendar editor. Box 
1070. or by electronic mail to p722 |5KM al 
Wl'VMC 
collected sample essays. Together. 
they chose the essays they wanted, 
and discovered, very- quickly, that a 
good essay is easy to spot. 
"'Freshness' is very' important," 
says Power. "The essay should convey 
the sense of a person who's alive, 
who's interested in life, and who has 
really done some thinking about his or 
her experiences." 
Students mistakenly believe that a 
successful essay requires exotic subject 
matter. But unusual experiences don't 
guarantee anything, say Power and 
DiAntonio. Every college admissions 
office has received dozens of essays 
from students, back from glamorous 
trips to Europe, who have made the 
dull discovery that people are the same 
all over the world. 
In fact, the authors advise stu- 
dents to take a sensitive, original look 
at everyday experiences. As an 
example, they include one essay from 
a Rice University student, who inter-1 
weaves a prose description of his 
summer job hosting McDonald's 
birthday parties, with stanzas of his 
introspective poem called "The Party 
Man." 
Successful essays can cover a 
range of topics, including job experi- 
ences, academic interests, extra- 
curricular activities, emotional crises. 
Once the student has picked a 
topic, it's time to consider presenta- 
tion. Striking the right tone is essential; 
talking down to the readers can be a 
fatal mistake. In chapter four, Power 
and DiAntonio cite one such losing 
statement: 
"Let me explain to you the true 
meaning of a liberal education since 
most people don't understand it." 
Sounding stilted and middle-aged 
is no good either, say the authors. 
Students should never abandon their 
lively, youthful tone to echo their 
parents. Nor should they head for the 
dictionary to find big words to impress 
the committee. Replacing "see Spot 
run" with "perceive the canine peram- 
bulate swiftly" only makes the appli- 
cant sound pretentious. 
I lumorous or serious? It doesn't 
matter so long as it's done well, says 
DiAntonio. His son finally chose to 
write a funny account of the first 
anxious day he spent on a summer job 
in a biochemistry lab. In the essay, 
Aaron's boss assures him that the 
radioactivity they work with is safe: 
"Reassured, I look up at his face 
with a smile and see that this man. 
under forty years of age, is almost 
totally bald. I have already resigned 
myself to losing my mind, but not my 
hair," Aaron writes, tongue-in-cheek. 
I le was admitted to I larvard. 
"But students should only write a 
humorous essay if they're comfortable 
with it." cautions Nanette Gift, assis- 
tant director of admissions at Washing- 
ton University. "The biggest mistake 
they can make is writing something 
that's not 'them' or not their style. What 
we're trying to get at is their individual- 
ity." 
Well-meaning parents need to 
resist the temptation to re-write the 
essay, warns Helen Power. They can 
help in other ways: brainstorming with 
the student to come up with a topic, 
offering to see the finished essay, 
gently reminding the student of points 
to cover, and reassuring the student 
that his or her instincts are sound. 
Above all, parents should stop 
pushing. "For many families, getting 
into heaven runs a very poor second to 
getting into a prestigious college," says 
Power. "There is incredible pressure — 
and incredible expense — during the 
whole process." 
Applying to college, and writing 
the essay, can be a valuable experi- 
ence. Asked to explain why she 
wanted a liberal aits education, Carla 
Power, who was admitted to Yale, had 
to sit down and think about a decision 
she might otherwise have taken for 
granted. Sorting out her own motives 
was exciting and revealing, says her 
mother. 
"I hope that our book is not just 
taken as a marketing tool for selling 
yourself to a college," says Helen 
Power, who is also an adjunct assistant 
professor in Women's Studies at the 
University. "Rather, we want it to make- 
file writing of the admissions essay a 
genuine educational experience." 
Caiukicc O'Connor 
Center amUmiiilfnjm i>. I 
Similar experiments will lx- 
conducted at the Center for Plant 
Science and Biotechnology, Beachy 
says. Researchers will also explore 
insect resistance in plants, medicinal 
uses for plants collected from around 
the world, and the feasibility of plants 
to work as biosynthetic factories, 
among other projects. 
